
 On  the  occasion  of  the  International  Women  in  Mathematics  Day
Humanitarian organization "Find Raoul", founded on the idea of the former student
of Professor Melanija Mitrović, Jovan Milić, organized The 8th Forum of Young
Scientists focusing on girls in mathematics this year. May is a month to remind us
of the achievements of women in mathematics, especially the youngest ones at the
very early stage of their scientific careers. The event took place in Niš.  The First
Lady of Serbia, Tamara Vučić, wife of the President of Serbia Aleksandar Vučić,
attended and opened the ceremony. Dragana Sotirovski, the Mayor of the City of
Niš,  addressed  to  the  audience  too.  Professor  Melanija  Mitrović  as  succesful,
experienced Serbian woman mathematician was also invited also to give a talk.  

Part of it is given below. 

“There’s  a  secret  world  out  there.  A  hidden  parallel  universe  of  beauty  and
elegance, intricately intertwined with ours. It’s the world of mathematics. And it’s
invisible  for  most  of  us.”  […]  Paradoxically,  “every time we make an online
purchase, send a text message,  do a search on the Internet, or use GPS device,
mathematical formulas and algorithms are in play. […]  In our world, increasingly
driven by science and technology, mathematics is becoming, ever more the source
of power, wealth and progress.” (Edvard Frenkel, Love and Math: The Hearth of Hidden Reality,
2013 – Preface)   

 Is mathematics a model, a description, a metaphor for reality ... or is it reality 
itself?

Mathematics can be seen as a language, as a certain type of logical structure, a
body of  knowledge about  number  and space,  as  a  set  of  methods for  drawing
conclusions, as the essence of our knowledge about the physical world, or just as
an  entertaining  intellectual  activity.  However,  it  is  most  often  considered  and
written that  “mathematics is  an integral  part  of  the  modern world,  one of  the
strongest  forces  shaping its thoughts  and actions,  and a body of  living though
inseparably connected with,  dependent  upon,  and in turn valuable to all  other
branches of our culture.“ (Morris Kline, Mathematics for Nonmathematicians, 1967)

This event is organized, as you have already heard at the very beginning of this
ceremony, on the occasion of the International Women in Mathematics Day. The
day is in honor of Iranian mathematician  Maryam Mirzakhani, born the 12 May
1977.  From the historical point of view the area of Southwest Asia is of special



importance for the development of mathematics. The various poems and fragments
of poems written in ancient Mesopotamia allow us to understand the origins of
mathematics  in  its  historical,  social  and  cultural  context.  One  of  ancient
Mesopotamia's  most  interesting  personalities  was  Enheduanna,  the  daughter  of
Sargon the Great, who lived in the 23rd century BCE. It is widely considered she is
the first mathematician and writer to be named or have a mathematical and literary
work attributed to her.  That is, she is the first recorded author in world history. By
recalling on Enheduanna, this event - putting together mathematics and literature
as well as the role of women in them - gained additional symbolism. 

Well-known and recognized scientists do not appear overnight and do not come
from anywhere. They are "products" of the school systems of their own or some
other country. I am proud to point out that I received all my diplomas - from the
elementary school one to the degree of Doctor of Mathematical Sciences in my
country,  in  my Niš.   Equally important,  my scientific  development  was  and is
supported  by  the  distinguished  scientific  and  educational  institutions  from  my
country: Faculty of Mechanical Engineering Niš, University of Niš, Ministry of
Education, Science and Technological Development of Serbia. And, for women in
science, no less important, the support of the family - the one I came from and the
one I created myself. Dear young ladies, dear future colleagues, we, women, must
be successful in all life roles.

Following  Edward  Frenkel,  the  process  of  creating  new  mathematics  is  a
passionate search, a deep personal experience, just like creating art and music. It
requires love and dedication, a struggle with the unknown and oneself, which often
elicits strong emotions.

Or, more generally, to cite  Henrich Rohrer,  a Swiss physicist who shared half of
the 1986 Nobel Prize in Physics.  “Science means constantly walking a tightrope
between blind faith and curiosity; between expertise and creativity; between bias
and openness; between experience and epiphany; between ambition and passion;
and between arrogance and conviction – in short, between and old today and a
new tomorrow.”

Dear young ladies, may the new tomorrow be even more successful for you than
the old today. Let it brings you to new scientific successes. You can count on the
help of us, experienced scientists, along the way.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Prize_in_Physics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Physicist

